
Pharmaceutical Harvesting Case: Protagonist Decision Analysis 

At the end of the case, Taita Inga is traveling to the Conference of the Parties (COP) of the Convention 

on Biological Diversity. This Conference is made up of governing representatives of the 188 countries 

that have ratified the Convention. Taita is going to try to persuade the COP to impose a moratorium on 

bioprospecting. We will represent the following perspectives as we present complementary and 

contrasting arguments to the Conference of the Parties. The students in Honduras will represent the 

Conference of the Parties, and we will present our arguments to them. At the end of the video 

conference, they will make a decision about whether to recommend a moratorium on bioprospecting to 

the CBD. 

Perspectives: 

1. Ecuadorian Ministry of Environment (Wants to protect national sovereignty over access to and 

exploitation of genetic resources, and to ensure that benefits of biotechnology are captured by 

Ecuadorians. Is interested in bioprospecting and other possible methods of biodiversity conservation 

through sustainable use, and in how developing countries should meet the challenges of implementing 

the relevant provisions of the CBD). 

2. Conservation Organization Consortium (Believes in “ecosystem-based” approaches to biodiversity 

conservation. Is also interested in finding sustainable ways of financing conservation, perhaps through 

conservation-based enterprises such as bioprospecting, ecocertification, environmental service 

payments or related mechanisms). 

3. International Indigenous Affairs Council (IIAC) (A UN-affiliated non-governmental watchdog 

organization for indigenous peoples, with consultative status within the CBD. Its interest is in protecting 

traditional knowledge and resources, and strengthening article 8(j) of the Convention. It is also 

concerned about the morality of patenting life). 

4. Pharmaceutical Corporation Consortium (Believes that private control over biotechnology provides 

essential economic incentive for investment and innovation. This must be accompanied by protection of 

intellectual property rights through patenting). 

5. Center for International Environmental Law (CIEL) (A public interest law and advocacy organization, it 

is concerned with property rights in wild biota and in creating a fair and balanced legal framework to 

secure them). 


